Living Responsibly in the Community of Faith
Malachi 2:17: 3:1-5; 4:1
Background:

1. Written in Palestine about 557- 525 B.C.

2. One of the 3 prophets after the exile (along with Zechariah & Haggai)

3. Theme:  Accusations from God and denials from Israel

a. 14 accusations from God

b. 10 rebellious answers from Israel.

4. Dake:  “One of the greatest evidences of backsliding is a person’s hyper-critical spirit, his readiness to question everything, even God’s statements, and his willingness to find fault with everyone even the Lord”

5. This book tells us of the future of Christ 1st and 2nd advent.

Example: 1: 11 – 2nd advent – the millennial purpose (only in this time is this true).

6. The priest, during his day, were not righteous.  They sought ways to gain from their position.  

7. Malachi lived in a time where the religious leaders and the government leaders were separate.  His focus in not on political reform, but on national spiritual reform.  

God’s Controversy Against the People 2:17
1. The people were unhappy that God has allowing the nations around them that did not serve Him to prosper.

a. They complained and only offered high hearted sacrifices 
b. Example was the offering of lame and blind animals.

c. This did not go unnoticed by God.

2. The people had wearied the Lord with their words.  God was tired of their complaining.

3. They were twisting God’s truth because He did not punish them immediately.  These people wanted and wanted it NOW!  God was tired of their request!

4. The people accused God of either not keeping His word to punish evil doers or even delighting in those that do evil.

5. The question we still have today is:  Why to the wicked prosper?

a. Psalm 94 – Read 1-11 & 20-23

b. David had the same thoughts, but then he realized the truth.  God hears and will render the just rewards.

The Forerunner’s Responsibility 3:1

1. God answer’s their question, Where is the God of Judgment.  They are about to find out.

2. The messenger is a clear reference to John the Baptist. Also see Isaiah 40-3-5

3. Two prophecies are foretold about Christ:

a. He will suddenly come to His temple

i. After His birth (Luke 2:21-39)

ii. At 12 talking to the elders (Luke 2:42-49)

iii. To celebrate the Passover (John 2:23)

iv. To drive out the moneychangers (Matt 21:12-13)

v. Throughout His ministry

b. He will be the messenger of the convenant

i. This is the covenant of grace –established as a result of his Death, Burial, and Resurrection.

ii. See Hebrews 8:6

iii. See I Peter 1:19

The Messiah’s Ministry 3:2-5

1. Those who would desire that Christ comes are the very ones that Christ will judge the harshest.

2. Refiner fire – 

a. Refiner – a person who passes ore through a fire in order that the impurities might be burned away.  This results in a pure metal free from contaminations. 

3. Fuller’s soap –

a. Fuller – a person who uses soap and boiling water to clean soiled garments.

b. All dirt and filthiness is removed as the powerful cleansing agent is applied.

c. The Messiah removes the pollution and corruption of inquity from the national life of Israel.

4. God’s judgment is not as far off as you might think.  His coming will be swift!
